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MR. WEBSTER’S RETIREMENT 
FROM THE MANAGEMENT OF THE 
HAYMARKET THEATRE. 


Ar this present epoch, when Mr. Ben- 
jamin Webster takes leave of us in the 
capacity of Manager of the Theatre Royal 
Haymarket (a management which he is so 
fitfully fulfilled), we should not be chary in 
awarding to him our humble praise. At 
the same time we should likewise express 


the high sense of gratitude we entertain to- | 


wards him for his unceasing endeavours, by 
an unscrupulous supply of good acting and 
stage literature, to increase, to elevate, and 
to ennoble thereputation of the stage. And 
these qualities have been very marked fea- 
tures indeed during his lengthened manage- 
ment. 

Mr. Webster, all must acknowledge, has 
done much to cuntribute to those 


** Cheerful creatures —whose most sinful deeds 
Are but the overbeating of the heart, 
Aud flows of too uch happiness ’— 


many a cause for laughter and vigorous en- 
joyment. All honour and praise be to him 
is a “‘ consummation devoutly to be wished.” 

Among the few that have of late years la- 
boured to uphold the legitimate drama, Mr. 
Benjamin Webster has been a prominent 
one, and the profession owe him no small 
amount of gratitude for his zealous endeavours 
in its cause. We are very well aware, we 
would inform sticklers, that some time since, 
Mr. Webster engaged an operatic company 
and made strenuous endeayours to establish 
a home for the lyric drama at the Haymar- 
ket ; but in the presumption he engaged 


| native and only native talent, and still pre- 
| served the alternate nights of the week for 
| legitimate purp ses—a system (and a good 
| one too) which was practised years since at 
, the Theatre Royal Covent-garden, when the 
| Kembles, Young, Egerton, and other past 
_eminent ones trod its stage. Mr. Webster, 
| however, tailed to establish the lyrie drama 
| and it causing a decrease in the financial de- 
partment of his Theatre, he returned forth- 
| with to legitimacy, since which we have wit- 
ness<d the approved performance of many 
legitimate and characteristic pieces. We 
have also been introduced to Mr. Barry 
Sullivan whose talented and quiet acting is 
little short of excellence ; as well as to Mr. 
J. William Wallack, whose personations, 
though few, under his management, were 
truly of the tragedian. Nor should we for- 
get that to the repertoire of Farcical litera- 
ture, there has been some of the quaintest 
and happiest writing added ; among which 
Mr. Buckstone’s Good for Nothing. proved 
itself the reverse of its title, as also did Mr. 
J. Stirling Coyne’s Box and Cox Married 
and Settled show itself.a most worthy episade 
to the doings vf Box and Cox in their pri- 
mevality. We have also to remember that 
under the management of Mr. Webster, we 
have enjoyed many a piece of Christmas ar.d 
Easter- time fun, teeming with flagrant Mil- 
lerian humour of the wittiest digest, and, in 
many instances, emanating from those quaint 
species of mortal Aristopnanes, the brothers 
Brough. We mean such as the “Invisible 
Prince ;” “Camaralzaman aid Badoura;"’ 
‘ The Sphynx;” “‘Ivanhoe;”” “‘La Tempest, 
Ah!” aud “The Ninth Statue;” (with 
the latter is associated the valued memory 
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these without invoking a smile. 

Mr. Webster brought: down the list of 
his productions very efficiently with the 
Richelieu in Love, by the ‘‘Author of Whitc- 
friars,” and Messrs. Tom Taylor and 
Reade’s Masks and Faces—the best three- 
act comedy produced for some considerable 
time; which with Sir E. B. Lytton’s comedy 
of Not so Bad as we seem; or Many Sides 
to a Character, completed a course of man- 
agement that could not have been more ap- 
propriately concluded. 

Mr. Webster has notoriety for other than 
managerial capabilities also. His talent as 
a comedian is univer.ally appreciated, and 
deservedly so; he is one of a good school, 
and when the stage shall lose him, with 
Harley, Buckstone, Keeley, and Compton, 
we may, in probability, for our time, bid 


farewell to the most eminent mzn in their | 


branch of delineation. For the present, 
next to Mr. Buckstone’s Cousin Joe, in the 
Rough Diamond, Mr. Webster's Giles Fair- 
land, in the Queens beery Fete, is the most 
finished rustic assumption, of the soberest 
and most genuine sort, that we have. His 
Malvolio, we have no doubt, dwells in the 
recollection of many ; and when our time- 
honoured Mr. W. Farren ceases to mingle 
with us and command the orgies of the 
scene, Mr. Webster in such parts as Dr. 
Cantwell, Tartuffe, &c., may be fairly said 
to bear the palm and sceptre. 

In concluding, we make it no matter of 
doubt but that Mr. Wel st»r’s management 
of the Theatre Royal Haymarket will long 
be held in pleasant recollection by all lovers 
of morality and sober-minded people. He 
will now turn his efforts into another chan- 
nel, in which we wish him fair success— 
trusting that he has filled his coffers at the 
little theatre in the Haymarket—the just 
reward of his merit and capabilities. 


_METROPOLITAN THEATRES. — 
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Drury Lane.—M. de Linsky, the famous 
French Wizard, will exhibit his wonderful 
magical illusions at this theatre. ——Sr. 
James’s.—M. Houdin holds his highly popu- 
lar Seances Fantistiques here every evening 
during the week, and on the mornings of 
Wednesday and Saturday. 























We tis.—Mr. Hoskins will give for the 
first time a novel Shakesperian entertain- 
ment, entitled Leaves from the Life ani 
Lays fromthe Lyre of William Shakespere.— 
‘lu second part of Shakespere’s tragedy of 
Henry the IV, for the first time, (as per- 
formed before Her Majesty at Windsor 
Castle) together with the laughable farce of 
Raising the Wind, were produced at this 
theatre on Thursday last, to a crowded 
house, on the occasion of Mr. Phelps’s 
benefit, whose unceasing endeavours in the 
support of the legitimate drama we never 
remember having seen more highly appre- 
ciated, as on the evening in question he was 
received, in quick succession, with loud and 
prolonged cheers con p'etely deafening. This 
eminent actor appeared with great advant- 
age in the two distinct characters of Henry 
the IV and Mr. Justice Shallow, maintain- 
ing his impersonations throughout with mas- 
terly skill and artistical dignity. Phelps’s 
Shallow was prominently striking, as the 
old, withered, silver-haired composition of 
lying, drivelling sycophancy, and court ex- 
pectancy, summed up the character of the 
“* Commissioned” Justice of the Peace. 
Henry IV was no less finely characteristic, 
and the death-bed scene was performed with 
natural and profound emphasis. Robinson 
apreared as Harry, Prince of Wales, but we 
regret to see that this young actor betrays 
an indifference and negligence which de- 
tracts from his popularity; and we would 
take the opportunity of cautioning ths gen- 
tleman from having too secure an idea of 
his abilities, as none of us are infalliby 
created, and pre-eminence is only attained 
by perseverance, allied w.th a consciousness 
of our own imperfectness. Barrett, as Sir 
John Falstaff, was excessively comic and 
humourous, exciting to a long continuance 
the risible faculties of an applauding audi- 
tory. Falstaff’s interview with Master 
Shallow, at a bacchanalian rout, was ludi- 
crously in the extreme. Silenee( Mr. Fenton) 
was entertaining, and Ancient Pistol was 
“ terrifically” amusing. Mrs. Marston, as 
Mrs. Quickly, was exceedingly good in the 
arrest and ultimate re-instatement of Sir 
John in her good graces. Mrs. Dixon, as 


Doll Tear Sheet, was not sufficiently cha- 
racteristic; but, on the whole, was favour- 
Saver's | able. 


Kenny’s farce of Raising the Wind 





hae & st STR 


eae il ca as at a ee ee ee a Si; 


THEATRICAL JOURNAL, 


91 











followed. Phelps, as Jeremy Diddler, was 
ludicrous in the extreme, and excited long 
and continued laughter: we do not renem- 
ber ever having been more moved on any 
occasion. Mr. Ball, as Sam, in imitation 
of the Yorkshire brouge, was extremely 
good. The characters, Miss Laurelia Durs- 
ble, by Mrs. Marston, and Peggy Plainway, 
by Miss Bassano, were cleverly illustrated. 
Otymric.—The lovers of music will be 
gratified to learn that a series of concerts 
will be given at this theatre during the 
week.——Srtranp.—Henry Russell offers 
a chance of a free passage to Australia and 
a capital entertainment to his friends and 
visitors at this bandbox theatre. Grecian 
Satoon.—The original Living Marionettes, 
and Herr Deani, the India Rubber Devil, 
are the attractions offered to the public for 
five nights. Nationa Stanparp—Va- 
rious novelties are promised here, amongst 
which are the brothers Elliott (the ceiling 
walkers), the Chinese Bell Ringers, Pell and 
the Ethiopian Serenaders, Franconi’s troupe, 
the Knickerbocker Dancers, M. Henrion, 
the celebrated rope dancer and somersault 
thrower; dissolving views, and we know not 
how many curious things beside.—A new 
troupe of Living Marionettes exhibit at the 
little Toeatre in Leicester Square ; Ja- 
cobs, the Wizard of the North, gives his 
marvellous performance at the MARIONETTE 
Tueatre, Adelaide Gallery; Mr. John 
Parry opens his Portjo:io for Children of All 
Ages to-morrow (Monday) night, at the 
Music Hatt, Store-street ; and Mr. Woodin 
informs the public, that he will produce his 
popular Carpet Bag and Sketch Book ata 
morning performance, on next Wednesday, 
at the Myriocraruic Ha tt, Piccadilly. 





AMATEURS IN PETTICOATS, No. 2. 


PENCILLED IN OUTLINE BY AN EXPERIENCED 
HAND, 


Miss Clura Nash and Miss Sa ah Baddeley. 


Aspirants for dramatic laurels, whether 
professional or amateur, must always open 
in the tragie department ; there seems to be 
a particular chirm in attempting the sub- 
lime and lofty taat overcomes all other con- 
siderations, and makes the student prefer 
commencing at the summit and gradually 
slip to his natural level, than to open at 





zero and effect a gradual ascent. Miss 
Clara Nash had a fancy for the lofty, tried 
Portia and some other characters of the 
same kind, and then yielded to the advice 
of friends, and studied and successfully ap- 
peared in characters coming within the pale 
of her ability, for which her physical as well 
as her natural qualifications are more par- 
ticularly adapted. About twelve months 
since she played a short engagement at the 
Queen’s Theatre, Tottenham Court Road ; 
but having a desire to render herself capable 
of publicly supporting a superior line than 
is generally required at that establishment, 
she seceded, and has since devoted herself 
entirely to the amateur world. Her con- 
ceptions are vigorous, and when uncontrolled 
by a mannerism that crept upon her in her 
early days—but which latterly she has been 
rapidly casting to the winds—develop much 
acuteness, and a very fair amount of histri- 
onic capability. Short in stature, good stage 
features, and rather inclined to embonpoint, 
it will easily be conceived that she would 
look such characters as Katherine, in Taming 
a Shrew, Violante, Herminie, &c., better 
than Portia, Hermione, or the Queen of 
Denmark. In Katherine we think her 
particularly happy, and though we have had 
occasion to speak favourably of her Hermi- 
nie and Lydia Languish, we give the prefe- 
rence to her Shrew. She not having spent 
a very long period on the boards, nor sus- 
tained a very extensive round of-characters, 
it would be premature t» hazard the position 
she might probably attain, and therefore 
will close our notice by saying that she re- 
minds us most of Mrs, Lewis, the lady who 
has been recently playing at Drury Lane 
and the Marylebone Theatres, and who has 
become a great favourite with playgoers. 
Miss Sarah Baddeley is a young amateur 
who some months since promised much, but 
latterly we regret, has given no cause for 
such a favourable supposition, Having a 
sister of much talent—certainly the most 
natural and pleasing amateur we can name, 
we perhaps raised our hopes higher than we 
were warranted. However, be that as it 
may, one fact is very decided, that this 
young lady’s continued imperfect acquaint- 
ance with her text, is fast choking her na- 
tural talent, and keeping her in business at 
the Soho of the most trivial nature. Gen- 
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t!lemen of the talent of the St. James’s Club, ' 


= 


determination of developing genius and en-- 


and others we could quote, will not trust | couraging talent of native origin and growth. 
characters of importance, where dependence | He commences in right good earnest by an- 
is not to be placed. There cannot be two | nouncing new works from most of the popu- 


opinions that her Ophelia is one of the best | 
amateur impersonations we have, though ' 
we think the line she will ultimately assume 
will be sentimental young ladies, as she does 
n t possess sufficient variation of voice for 
jtivenile tragedy, and for comedy she is not 
ii: any way suited. She is pretty and simple 
looking, is a favourite in Ernestine and 
other parts of a like pleasing nature, and, 
with attention, may become of some utility 


lar authors, Sullivan, Jerrold, Planche, Tom 
Taylor, and Robert Browning. 

The company includes many novelties— 
among them will be found Chippendale, the 
popular American representative of old 
men; ‘Tilbury, once very popular here ; 
Compton, the most legitimate representative 
of low comedy we have; Louisa Howard, 
a rising actress in extravaganza: and many 





in a regular theatre, where she would nox 
be too heavily weighted. 
Garrick FuNNYBON 





CORRESPONDENCE, § 

ARQUIMESIUM.— We have given a memoir, many 
years since, of every actress vou have named. 
NOLLEM is the Gentiemen’s name. 

1). G.—We perfectly agree in every particular ; 
but as the play will, in all probability, be with- 
drawn, we must dectine inserting the letter ; 
temember both Marston and Bennett have 
left the theatre. 

W. Tatsis.— We wrote to you and directed as 
you requested ; but the letter was returned, 
and we had double postage to pay. 

Linerte D’Opinioy,—We have no room this 
week. 

C. B.—We received his address, but are not 
aware of his wishes. 


V., Manchester is sincerely thanked for his 
tronble. 
W. M.—Enqnire of Mr, Sterling, at the Soho. 


An AMATYUR.—We have not had any intimation 
of performances at the Cabinet, for the last 
fortnight, 
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THE NEW HAYMARKET MANAGEMENT. 
it really does our heart good to find our 
old and valued friend, John Baldwin Buck- 
stone, make up his mind to go heart and 
soul into the management of the little the- 


atre in the Haymarket, with the thorough | 


others well known to the dramatic world, 
though the London public are unacquainted 
with them. 

A goodly stock of the old favorites are 
yet retained, and it is probable that Mr, 
Barry Sullivan the most promising debutant 
since Gustavus V. Brooke will have better 
opportunities than he has hitherto had of 
proving before a metropolitan audience, that 
he is worthy of the reputation that preceded 
him trom the provinces, by appearing with 
an actress who has for years stood alone, the 
typification of the poetical drama. 

The name of Miss Helen Faucit, has been 
so long associated with the finest dramatic 
authors, England can boast, that we trust 
Mr. Browning will this time, bring forth a 
work that wil] equal in dramatic construction, 
what it is sure to be in poetical sublimity. 
For beauty in language, harmony of thought, 
and originality of idea, this gentleman has 
never been surpassed; and when the genius 
of Miss Helen Faucit is called in to its ex- 
pression, it is but to hope that the strength 
of plot may be such as to make it popular 
with the general playgoer, as well as the ap- 
preciater of imagery, and the worshipper 
of phsycological beauty. It has frequently 
struck us, that Westland Marston’s last play 
of Anne Blake, has not been treated as its 
merits deserved, and a fact that we would 
suggest to Mr. Buckstone, that the only two 
dramas of Mr. Marston’s in which this lady 
has not personated, the heroine have been 
the two that most required the aid of her 
_extraordinay powers, viz, Strathmore and 
| Anne Blake. 
| Could Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton attempt 
'a second edition of The Lady of Lyons, or 
'Money. And surely Sheridan Knowles is 








not too religious to treat u. to something 
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equal to Love, or Woman’s Wit? both of 


which en passant are. worthy of a revival. 

Under the directorship of Mr. Edward 
Fitzwilliam, the musical business stands a 
chance of being attractive, while the ability 
of Mr. Charles Marshall as scene decorator, 
has been too often tested to réquire any en- 
largement of his merits. 

In conclusion, let us hope that coming 
events may prove as favorable as their sha- 
dow, and that success may be the key-stone 
of the management of John Baldwin Buck- 
stone. 





SAMUEL PHELPS AND CHARLES KEAN 
CONTRASTED, 
Br S¥i_vsster Crarnexcs, Gewt. 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 





Sir,—Letter after letter has appeared in 
your Journal, expatiating upon the respec- 
tive merits of the principal actors of the 
present day, in which letters, I find, several 
clever and meritorious actors suffer very 
great depreciation, while others, little known 
by the regular playgoer, are elevated toa 
standard far above their merits. 

How ridiculous it is— not to say prepos- 
terous—to hear a gentleman depreciating 
Phelps and Kean, and at the same time 
lauding another to the skies. As an in- 
stance of depreciation, I mention the letter 
of a gentleman who signs himself, ‘‘ Liberte 
d‘ Opinion, (which liberty of course, he must 
be allowed) ; which states that amongst his 
play: going acquaintances, he never once 
heard a favourable opinion of Charles Kean. 
This is liberty of opinion with a vengeance ! 
Whatever place Mr. Kean holds in this gen- 
tleman’s estimation, the public know his 
merit too well to condemn him in this slash- 
ing manner. It is all very well, atid all 
very fine, no doubt, to make such an asser- 
tion as this —but to prove it, is quite another 
thing—and prove this Liberte d*Opinion 
does not, nor even attempts to do. 

“‘ Comparisons are odious”’ it is said, but, 
nevertheless, 1 shall attempt a comparison 
of the respective merits of Kean and Phelps. 
In the first place, Phelps is a natural actor, 
with a bold and vigourous conception, and 
possessing a voice and figure admirably suited 
to the delineation of the principal characters 
of Shakespeare, and withal possessing tre- 





mendous physical power in appealing to the 
judgment of an audience. Kean, on the 
other hand—an artiste actor; every step he 
takes on the stage—every point in his dia- 
logue—and every action he makes use of, is 
carefully calculated as to the effect. His 
principal power is decidedly in melo-drama, 
which gives him full scope for the sudden 
and almost electric bursts of passion for 
which he is so famous. As an instance of 
this, I note Colman’s play of the Jron Chest, 
in the principal character of which Kean is 
so celebrated. What can be more sudden 
or unlooked for, than the fits of passion in 
Sir Edward Mortimer's first dialogue with 
Wilford, and in this Kean is unequalled. 

Phelps carries his auditors away with the 
torrent of his rugged, but fine elocution. His 
every action, 

“ snited to the word "’ 


and his every word delivered with force and 
precision. itness his perf »rmance of 7%- 
mon and having once done so, you never can 
forget the terrible power with which he 
turns back and pours out that fearful curse 
upon ungrateful Athens. And again in the 
Ferdinand of John Webster's Duchess of 
Malfi, where so much force of expression is 
required, he stands unrivalled, 

Kean, again, in such a piece as the Cc » 
sican Brothers, is not approachable by any 
other actor, for in my humble estimation he 
is the sole lord of melo-drama. But in the 
characters of Shakespeare, Kean has to la- 
bour against defects of voice and figure, 
which defects being the all-in-all of Shakesr 
peare’s heroes, he can only stand second to 
Phelps. In art, as I have before stated, 
lies the principal power of Kean, and, where 
least is expected of him he creates the ut 
most astonishment. But, despite his fame 
as an actor in fashionable circles, (where he 








is looked at under the shadow of his father, 

the great Edmund) the popular voice decid: s 

against him as a tragedian, and in that lire 

his rival is pre eminent, He reigns sole 
* monarch of all he surveys 

in the oe of Colman, Lovell, and the Cor- 

sican Brothers of Alexandre Dumas, and 





the only rival he has to fear in the line de- 
nominated artistic, is Barry Sulliyan, who 
promises much, though as yet in his infancy 
as an actor. 
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Such, Mr. Editr, is my opinion, and | ately confesses her long treasured love— 
that also of many of my play-going ac-| the surprise of her parent, and the ultimate 
quantances, and as and ould correspondent | union of Matthew and his Cousin demanded 
I have taken the liberty of being my own | and elicited approbation. Mr. Alexander 
exponent on this occasion, and trusting my | as Zact was amusing, and his amorous con. 
remarks may nt cause offence to any of | versations with the interesting Miss Helen 
your corresdondents, I make my Congee and | Love, as Fanry at which a mutual con- 


remain, most respectfully yours, 
SyLvesTeR CLARENCE. 


AMATEUR THEATRICALS, 











SOHO THEATRE. 





fession is made, :.]th ugh a stumblirg block, 
in the way to happiness appears in ihe shape 
of Tact’s clerkly salary of only £75 per an- 
num. Nevertheless, a departure to the 
temple of Hymen, and connubial felicitation 
are the result. This occurs after a three 


Tue attested talent of the St. James’s Com- | years absence, at which Tact presents him- 
pany was creditably and additionally evi- | self, singularly costumed and appearing as a 


denced at this unique theatre on Tuesday | half-anglicised Frenchman. 


evening last, and commanded the full at- 
tention and applause of a full house. The 
pieces selected for the eveing’s performance 
were, Zime Tries All, Not a bad Judge and 
Diamond cut Diamond. ‘The former highly 
entertaining drama in two acts was first 
presented. Mr. Munro as Leeson played ably, 
and characteristically developed the anxious 
parent, and the man of the world. Laura 
was represented by Mrs, Henderson, and 
Matthew Bates her rejected suitor, by Mr. 
Terry. A striking feature in the perform- 





The humour 
and comic action of Mr. Alexander, and the 
happy assurance of Miss Love, were excel- 
lent. The racy piece, Not a bad Judge fol- 


| lowed, in which Lavator, the great physiog- 
/nomist was ably defined. 


Mrs. Purdy as 
Madame Betman acquitted herself in her 
accustomed style of excellence. Mr. Wil- 
loughby played Lavator commendably— 
Betman, the burgomaster, by Mr. Mowbray 
we thought a little overdone, but, on the 
whole was humourous. The fascinating 
Mrs. Henderson appeared as Louisa, and 


ance of this drama was, the maidenly dig- | well merited the plaudits which were la- 
nified scorn and contemptuous bearing of vishly showered upon her, and as gracefully 
Laura, on the occasion of her cousin Mat- | acknowledged. The other characters were 
thew, after repeated attempts, emphatically | fairly represented. Diamond cut Diamond 
avowing almost to tears his long cherished | wound up the evening’s entertainment, the 
affection ;—fruitless endeavour ! Laura re- | accomplished Mrs. Purdy, appearing as 
pels him, and expresses herself satiated with | Charlotte Doubtful. This witty piece was 
his everlasting importunities, and dismisses | well received and the parts sustained, con 
him in wild despair. Her conscious sense | spirits, rivalry, dissimulation, and a dashirg 
to hi merits after having been tortured with | devil-me-careism humour throughout th s 
the twaddle and endless buffonery of Clin- | Comedy.— Othello was performed on Satur- 
ton, (Mr. Blakeley) and the Hin. Augustus | day last to a good house. Mr. W. Mont- 

‘ollander Yawn (Mr. George), which gen- | gomery played the Moor with a skill and 
tlemen developed the parts assigned to them, | acumen which are seldom witnessed in ama- 
with an evident idea of the frailties of a por- | teurs, and was frequently applauded, The 
tion of humanity, which sum up the fop, | accomplished Mrs. Henderson as Desde- 
was personated cleverly. So also was the |mona was charming. The Iago of Mr. 
painful activity of Laura’s mind, on hearing | Merkland was indifferent: his articulation 
from the lips of her father, who, unconsci- | being thick and heavy, and his delivery of 
ously calls up in dark review, the past, the | the text very imperfect. Emelia was well 
unavailiug applications of Matthew, ‘‘his | executed by Mrs. Newbery, who was much 
dear boy,’’ whilst Laura wiithes under his | applauded. The petite comedy, The De- 





rebukes, still retaining the fatal secret of | ceiver Deceived followed ; but we leftprevi-” 
her awakening love for Matthew, but sub- | ousto its performance. The house was well 
attended by a highly respectable and well- 
conducted audience, 


s quently in a paroxysm «f grief, on hearing » 
his intended espousals to another, passion- 
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HENRY BETTY. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 
Sir,—With your opinion of Mr. Betty I en- 
tirely coincide, he is not, I take it, so under- 
rated as unnoticed. In London he is compa- 
ratively unknown, there seems to me to be 
an apathy concerning him in all quarters, 
that I cannot understand, not only is his 
Macbeth superior to that of Phelps, but his 
William Tell alsoranks unquestionably, high- 
er than that of the manager of the “* Wells, ” 
his Falconbridge is, inmy humble opinion, 


immeasurably better than that of Davenport, | 


and I have heard persons older than myself 
say, that he fully equals in this character, 
Charles Kemble, his greatest (would I could 
say, his only) fault is that he is not a mana- 
ger. Yours truly, R. S. 

P.S. I trust you are keeping yuur eye 
on young Montgomery at the ‘“ Soho, ” 
there is metal in him. 


PROVINCIALS. __ 


‘ 
MAaNCHESTER,—THEATRE ROVAL.—Amateu. 
Performance on Friday last: the Garrison Ama, 
teur Theatricals at pres: nt stationed in thistown, 
gave a pertormance of the “ Wonderful Woman 
with other entertai: ments; the characters were 
judiciously cast, and on the whole admirably 
sustained The Female characters were admi- 
rably sustained by Mrs. Wood and Mrs, Gordon, 
meubers of the Theatre | A poetical effusion of 
Lieut. Colonel Addison, in the shape of a pro- 
logue, was spoken by one of the Amateurs, who, 
at the close of his delivery. ret.red amid the ap- 
pluuse of a very fashionable audience. We 











ought to state that the performances were in 


aid of the Royal Literary Fund. 

Queen’s THE, TRE.—On Saturday last, (the 
last mght before Faster,) Mr. F. B. Egan tcok 
his benefit, on which occasion, there was a very 
fullhonse. Tue attractions of the evening being 
Mr Harwood and his beautiful mare * Black- 
Bess, ’’ during the interval between the pieces, 
Mr Egan delivered a short and very appropriate 
address, thanking the audience for the very li- 
beral support they had always shewn him since 
he undertook the management of the Theatre, 
He concluded by stating that during the recess, 
the theatre would undergo a_ thorough re-deco- 
ration, both internally and externally, The es- 
tablishment will re-open on Easter Monday, with 
the new drama of the ** White Slave ”’, 

ExeTer,—Mr. and Mrs H. T, Craven, who 
made a hit at the commencement os the season, 


have been re-engaged by Mr, Davis for a short 
time, 


CcnTeERBURY.—Miss Edith Herand, who has 
been performing in town during the past and 
previous week, is about to take her benef:t at 
the Theatre Royal, when she will appear in the 

| Lady of Lyons. 





OUR LITTLA CHATTER BOX 





A New Cannivate For Pusric Favour.—A 

tumour is current in America that Miss Virginia 

Sinclair, sister of Mrs. Sinclair, is about to make 

her debut on the stage, the truth of which we 
| cannot vouch, The New York- Sunday Adlus 

hopes that the report is without foundation, and 
| observes that “ Miss Virginia, isa young lady, 
| of some fifteen summers, and very beautiful. 
| She is highly educated, and we cannot bat hope, 
| that she will be spared thom a vocaticn, which 1s 
| surrounded by tem. tation and danger, A more 
| promising child, we never knew; and, it would 

be a source of deep regret, to all her triends, to 
| find- her on the stage.’’ In reference to the 
above, a contemporary says:—All this is trne, 
with the exception- that Miss Virginia is seven- 
teen instead of fifteen, 

Rovar SurREY Music HALL.—Great prepa- 
rations are being made here for Easter. Among 
the new engagements we percieve the names of 
Mr and Mrs, Iwight from the provinces, spoken 
of by our contemporaries as the best Etheopians 
ou the stage, and, we believe the only female 
performer of the kind. Mr. Baker, the Red 
Man of Agar, will continue his wonderful per- 
formances, and Mr. W, Ward, the old favourite 
will again appear. 

Mr. W. M. Packer, the esteemed and able 
director of the Music, at the Casino de Venice, 
took his annual benefit last ‘Thursday, when a 
| Kal Masque was given, which for splendour and 
| variety of costume, has never been excelled in 
' this country and must be considered as a grati- 
| fying testimonial of persenalsespect to the talent 
and judgement of one, who for several years has 
been indefatigable in his endeavours to please. 
We are informed that upwards of 1700 persons 
passed the check takers upon this eccdsion, 

Rovar Itattan Opera —-The preparations 
for the opening of this establishment, on Tues- 
day, the 29th inst, are proceeding vigorously, 
Several of the artistes have arrived, and are 
daily arriving from the Continent. Mr. Gye, 
the lessee, is expected if London to-morrow. | 

Drury LANE.—The Brothers Brough are en- 
gaged upon a bi.rlesque for this theatre. An ex- 
travaganza from the pen of Mr. Kingdom, the 
author of The Three Princes, produced some time 
since at the Surrey, has been accepted, 

Mr. CrowTHeER (the husband of the formerly 
Miss Vincent) has been pronounced insane by 


| the commissioners appointed to enquire into_his 
| case, 
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LINES WRITTEN 1N THE HAYMARKET 
THEATRE, 
BY A HALF-PRICE VISITOR, 
At close of day most minds amusement seek, 
And though some minds may deem me weak, 
1 must confess with feelings of delight, 
I love to watch each hero of the night, 





Who struts his hour upon the mimic stage, 
An paints the follies of the passing age, 
One Saturday in March, the twelfth the date, 
FBsought the Haymarket with heart elate. 
Half-price had thea commenced, I took my‘seat 
In haste, the favorites of the night to greet. 
The first piece, Turtuffe, had just reach’d an end, 
The vexrt the comic play of Who's your Friend? 
So said the house bill. Bat oh! when I came 
To read the cast, I miss’d one favourite name, 
I thonght ‘twas there. My carelessness I blam'd, 
But while I did so, mentally exclaimed. 
Thongh ne’er to see the man whom I adore, § 
And though my disappointment I deplore ; 
I know full well that other forms there are, 
Who, for a time, may drive away dull care. 
Yet as [ gaze, I cannot but regret, 
That he whose genius I can ne’er fo get, 
Was not brought forth the bero of the play, 
For who more talented than Leigh Murray. 
THeEsPis, 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TIVHE UNITED SERVICE, OR ARMY-AND 

NAVY HAIR DYES, This invention for 
Dyinc and at the same time, softening the 
Hair, Wuisners, Bearp, or MoustTacues, per- 
manent and instantaneous in effect, also (in ap- 
pearance natural, either Brown or Black. The 
superiority of the above Dyes over all others is, 
that they are perfectly free from smell, and do 
not stain or in any way injure the skin, the so- 
lution having the appearance of the finest spring 
or filtered water, To be had wholesale of the 
Inventor, J. F. SHAYLER, Western Depot, 5, 
West street, Soho, Where all payments for 
Wholesale must be made. And Retail of J. T. 
SHAYLER, at the Northern Depot, 82, Sr. 
Joun StReEET ROAD, near the Angel, Islington, in 
Cases, fit tor the Toilet, 3s. 6:1.—5s. 6d.—7s. 6d. 
and 10s. 6d. Or forwarded to any part of 
the United Kingdom from the retail establish- 
ment on receipt of Cash, Stamps or Post Office 
Order, payable at Islington, for 4s, 6d ,—6s. 
6d., —9s. 6d.,—or 12s, 6d. each, Please say 
if for Brown or Black, 


EW ADDITION,—Magnificent Shrine or 
N Memorial in Honour of the Late Ilustri- 
ous Wellington, representiag him as in the 
olden times, reposing on a tented couch, under 
a splendid canopy of the cloth of gold, dressed 
in a Field Marshal's aniform, wearing various 
orders of knighthood, covefed with the mantle 




















— 


of the Order of the Garter. Madame TUSSAUD 
and SONS’ EXHIBITION, Bazaar, Baker 
Street, Portman Square.—Admittance, 1s, 
Napoleon Rooms 6d. extra. 


CASINO DE VENISE, 
High Holborn. 
HE Largest, most Elegant, and best BALL 
ROOM in London. Open every Evening, 
Entire change of performance during the week 
and yntil further notice. Mr. W.M, Packer's 
Grand Band will perform as follows :—Panrr I, 
Overture “The Bronze Horse ’—Poika “The 
Bessy’’—Waltz “ The Lady Bird”— Polka “The 
Evening Star ’—Quadrille “ Le Camptdu Drap 
D’Or "—Waltz “ La Belle Citoyenne ’—Polka 
““The Chinese Empress ’’—Quadrille “ The 
Gipsey ’’—Polka ‘* The Bannockburn ’"—Galop 
** Gold.” —— Part II, Quadrille “ St. Patrick’s 
Day ” — Waltz ** Panl et Verginie ” — Polka 
“Echos of Mont Blanc ’’—Quadrille ** Gems of 
Song ’’—Schottische “The Medora ”—Polka 
“ The Topsy ”—Galop ** The Express.’’ Mons, 
Gouriet, Messrs. Page and D’Alcom, &c., su- 
perintend the Salle de Dance. The ,vefteshments 
including coffee, lemonade, soda water, sheiry 
cobbler, Tees, Jellies. &c., with Wines of the 
First Vintage and Premier Qualitie, are sup- 
plied with every regard to economy in price. 
Admission One Shilling. Doors open at Eight 
and close at Twelve o'clock. 


| OYAL SOHO THEATRE, (late Miss Kelly's) 

73, Dean St.; Soho, Licensed by the Lord 
Chamberlain, Le-see, Mr. Thomas Mowbray. 
Mawaget, Mr. Shirley. On Easter [Monday, 
March 28th, Mr. Walter Montgomery (whose 
performances has created such a sensation at the 
West End of the Metropolis) will have the honor 
of appeariig at the above theatre, in the cha- 
racter of Hamlet, on the above evening, when 
he will be supjorted by an efficient company. 
PUPILS CAREFULLY PREPARED FOR THE STAGE. 
INSTRUCTION given in Elocution and Action, 
Feucing, Stage Art, and every information con- 
nected with the Theatrical Profession. Teasws 
may be obtained at the office of the Theatre, 
which is open daily, from 10 to 5, or in the 
Coffee Room from 6 to 12, where may be seen 
casts of the various plays in preparation. 











*" SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three. Months .......00-seeeeee8 One Shilling 
Six Months ...cccresscereeseseeeeee TWO Shillings. 
Twelve Months +... sees. Four Shillings. 
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